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SLJIRA MORLEY was bnrn in Aurelius, Ca.n1ga county, N . 
,'.ll !' J Y., April 6, 1806, ll"h erc he resid ed un til 1812, when his 
~ p:wcnts, Obacliah and Sarnh l\Iorley, mo,·ed t.o Harniony, 
Cha11 t:tuq ua coun ty, ll"here he resided until 1835. He was raised 
in a 11011" country. as Chau fanqna co1111ty ll"HS just being tiettled up 
\\'hen liis father settled there. The old farm wns on the shnre of 
Ch:rnt:tuqua lake, and for twenty years he spent hi !:i spare ti me on 
or about the water. The <ilcl farm eonsiste<l of fonr hundred acre:<, 
,,·hid1 \\'!"IS purchased of' the Holland Lan cl company, ~111d i\I r. 
) forl,•y clea red and improvPd 11 e:.i rly all of' it. Obadia h ?IJo:-le.'· 
marri1•d Sarah F nl lc1., by ll"hom he had ele,·en d1i ldren, e,·en 
sons and four daught,•rs, Hirn bei 11 g the fif'th child. Obadiah 
) Jori e,· ll"as a nati\'e of Connecticut, learned the trade of mill
ll"right, a11cl \\"t•n t into the. tate of :\ew Y ork when a yonng man, 
and at one time oll"ned a part of the bnd 11 pon which the cit.'· of 
_.\ ulrn rn now "lauds, and C'rccterl for Col. H ara enburg thP first 
mill the1·r.. H e died in Harmnn~', Cha utauqua co11u ty, of hm rt 
<li,:t•a,;e ll"hi le \\'Orkin~ in his garden, in April, 1846. l\Irs. Sa rah 
J\L•rlP.'' clierl on the old farm , December 12, 1871, in her. ninety 
fourt h ~·car. Hira :\Iorley resided in Chautauqua county until the 
spring- of 183\ whe11 he came to i\l ichi gan and ><ettled in "Wood-

' w 1c:k: this eouu"ty, purchasing 160 acres of lancl on section 25, 
' \\'l1c>re ht! now l'esid('s. H e bl'ought his family on that fall. At 

th:tt time there were only fom famili es, .fo:;cph llobin:<on, Cl1arles 
J\I. :\IcK enzie (who livPcl nt the heacl of De,·il 's lake), J oseph 
Y ounglo\'e and Richard O:;born, in his neighbol'hoorl, there being 
no !'Cttler north of him nearer than ~Ir. Blackmar's, on the Ch i
e:1go rurnpike, four mi le;; distant. ~Ir. l\Iol'ley is the only man 
li\·ing who settled in his neighborhood in 1835. He had been 




